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To Whom it May Concern 
 
On February 6, 2018, Princeton School District in Princeton, MN (BEN: 133615) received the attached 
“Commitment Adjustment Letter.” An appeal to this decision was filed with USAC immediately on 
February 6, 2018 (Request Number: 89140). On May 16, 2018, the attached “Revised Funding 
Commitment Decision Letter” was received from USAC denying the appeal. Based on the information 
outlined in this letter, we are asking the FCC to reverse the findings of USAC and fully reinstate 
the original funding commitment decision for FRN 1699066153 to $123,819.78.  
 
According to both letters, the decision was based on the findings of a Payment Quality Assurance 
(PQA) Audit review (Case ID: SL-2016-11-Case-440) concluded on September 20, 2017. (see copy of 
findings attached) The PQA findings suggested that three of the schools in the Princeton School District 
were incorrectly categorized as “rural” and should have been classified as “urban.” The letter cites the 
following definition of “urban” 
 

47 C.F.R. § 54.505(b)(3)(i) states: The Administrator shall designate a school or library as 
"urban" if the school or library is located in an urbanized area or urban cluster area  with a 
population equal to or greater than 25,000,  as determined by the most recent rural-urban 
classification by the Bureau of the Census. The Administrator shall designate all other schools 
and libraries as "rural." 

 
The US Census Bureau uses the following definitions for “Urban”: 
 

For the 2010 Census, an urban area will comprise a densely settled core of census tracts and/or 
census blocks that meet minimum population density requirements, along with adjacent territory 
containing non-residential urban land uses as well as territory with low population density 
included to link outlying densely settled territory with the densely settled core. To qualify as an 
urban area, the territory identified according to criteria must encompass  at least 2,500 people , 
at least 1,500 of which reside outside institutional group quarters.  The Census Bureau identifies 
two types of urban areas: 

● Urbanized Areas (UAs) of 50,000 or more people; 
● Urban Clusters (UCs) of at least 2,500 and less than 50,000 people. 



By the US Census Bureau definition, Princeton, MN is, indeed, an urban cluster and the map of the 
Princeton, MN. urban cluster, numbered 72370, is attached and can be found at the following URL. The 
PQA reviewers did accurately discover that three of the four school sites in the Princeton School District 
are within the boundaries of the urban cluster.  
 
https://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/dc10map/UAUC_RefMap/uc/uc72370_princeton_mn/DC10UC723
70.pdf  
 
However, what the PQA reviewers missed or did not notice was that the population of the Princeton, 
MN urban cluster is well under the USAC definition: “An individual school or library is designated as 
"urban" if located in an "Urbanized Area" or "Urban Cluster" with a population of 25,000 or more as 
determined by the U.S. Census Bureau.” 
 
The population of the Princeton, MN urban cluster is 4942. This information can be found at the 
following URL 
 
https://www2.census.gov/geo/docs/reference/ua/ua_list_all.txt  
 
While this does qualify the area as an urban cluster under Census Bureau definitions, it does not meet 
the USAC definition for urban and therefore, we ask that the findings be reversed and the Funding 
Commitment Adjustment be dismissed entirely returning the FRN to the original funding amount 
of $123,819.78. 
 
Additionally, we have provided a screenshot (attached) showing the rural/urban status as it appears for 
all entities under the Princeton, MN school district using the USAC rural/urban lookup tool. All entities 
appear as rural entities.  
 
Thank you,  
Jasen Webb 
Technology Coordinator 
jasen.webb@isd477.org  
763-389-7253 
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The following pages are the original “Commitment Adjustment Letter” dated February 6, 2018.  
 

 



 
 



 
 



The following pages are the “Revised Funding Commitment Decision Letter” dated May 16, 
2018. 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



Below are the findings of the Payment Quality Assurance (PQA) Audit review (Case ID: 
SL-2016-11-Case-440) concluded on September 20, 2017. This is where the reviews incorrectly 
determined that Princeton, MN was an urban area. Based on actual census data, the population 
of the defined urban cluster is far below (4,942) the 25,000 threshold used by USAC.  
 

 



This is the 2010 census map (form the US Census Bureau) of the Princeton, MN Urban Cluster 
(72370). The population data for this Urban Cluster indicates a population of 4,942 which is well 
below the 25,000 threshold for the USAC definition of an urban school or school district.  
 

 
 
Map found at: 
https://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/dc10map/UAUC_RefMap/uc/uc72370_princeton_mn/DC10UC723
70.pdf  
 
Population found at: https://www2.census.gov/geo/docs/reference/ua/ua_list_all.txt  
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Below are the entities for the Princeton, MN school district as they appear in the USAC Urban/Rural 
look up tool found at: https://sltools.universalservice.org/portal-external/urbanRuralLookup/  
 
It shows that all entities of the Princeton, MN school districts (BEN: 133615) are classified as Rural.  
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